




real impacts. Last year, there were a total of 2,483 commitment days served at the Milwaukee County 
Jail, according to the Milwaukee County Department of Administration. Most commitment days served at 
the jail originate in Milwaukee Municipal Court. It is extremely likely that most of the Milwaukee 
defendants who served these commitments were not given all the information they were entitled to under 
the law. 

The Vera Institute of Justice, in "Incarceration's Front Door: The Misuse of Jails in America" laid out the 
consequences of even short-term incarceration. 

Research shows that spending as few as two days in jail can reduce economic viability, promote 
future criminal behavior, and worsen the health of the largely low-risk defendants who are 
incarcerated there-making jail a gateway to deeper and more lasting involvement in the 
criminal justice system at considerable costs to the people involved and to society at large. 

The revenue the city gets from its Municipal Court is still significant- surely a small portion can go to 
protecting the rights of the people who appear before it 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
I can be contacted at Gretchen@wiiinc.org or by phone at 414-331-0724. 

Sincerely, 

Gretchen Schuldt 
Executive Director, 
Wisconsin Justice Initiative 




